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The Syrian Community Takesthe Initiative.

(Hillside, 1L, September 5, 2005) In this critical stage of the life of the Syrian American
community, with the US-Syrian relationship reaching new lows, and given the latest
degradation of the Syrian political scene, it was imperative for the Syrian community to
respond to the challenges. In a crowded meeting, that exceeded the expectation of the
organizers, the community decided to found the "Syrian American Congress” (S.A.C.).
The major goal for the new organization is to take the initiative and defend the Syrian
community interests in its struggle for democracy and justice. The participants
established a founding committee that will work to establish the bylaws of the new
organization and prepare for the "Founding Meeting" that is scheduled for November
20™, 2005 in the Chicago Area.

The establishment of this organization is a necessary tool to insure a balanced and

efficient role of the Syrian community. In political arena there are multiple calls for

democratic changes in Syria. The general feeling is that it is essential that the community
maintain a suitable position vis a vis these vital and persistent issues. Dr. Talal Sunbulli,

one of the convening members of the meeting, said, "The Syrian American communit y
cannot shy away from its responsibilities toward the country which gave it unlimited

educational resources and economical opportunity, nor to the motherland, which ha s
touched their hearts with everlasting values that transcend time and place, and where they

left their loved ones when they came here to start new lives and initiate new roots."

Mohyeddin Kassar, Economist, college professor, and one of the founders of the Syrian
American Congress, declared, "This congress is not an opposing political party. It is a
grassroots advocating organization.” The Congress initially believes that it is essential
for the Syrian government to start the transition to democracy a nd the establishment of
the state of law. In the same token, the opposition must adopt a clear and precise political
program. It can not justify its presence by merely raising the calls and the slogan for the
fall of the regime. Thus, the Syrian American Congress dose not present a political
agenda. It aims to become a forum for all Syrians in all their diverse backgrounds.
Mohyeddin Kassar added, "The expectation is that all parties will work through this
forum to achieve the hope and the goals of the Syrians.” Additionally, in spite of the
recent repetitive calls for establishing opposition groups to the Syrian government in
Washington D.C., the founders of the Syrian American Congress do not believe that there
is a "magic" solution that can be imposed on the Syrian situation from abroad.

The general impression of participants leaving the meeting was that there is a deep need
for such an organization. Also, there is a lot of hope attached to the success of this
organization. Khaled Al-Bakr, business man, said, "The idea of having an organization
that advocates the Syrian community causes and projects is way overdue.” He also
declared that there is a need to have a sort of "Syrian Cultural Center" in the Chicago
Area. The Syrian American Congress is the right organization to make such goal
achievable.



At the end of the meeting, participants nominated a founding committee of more than ten
members. It was decided to leave three seats on the committee open for those who might
represent other ethnic backgrounds such as the Assyrian-Syrians, the Kurdish-Syrians
among others. It was also determined to invite all the concerned parties to participate in
the founding of this organization.

The Syrian American community has its roots in North America fr om the 1880s. More
waves of Syrians immigrated within the last fifty years. The Syrians in North America
participate in a wide range of life activities. They are known to have significant family
orientation, high education, strong work ethics and commun ity involvement. According
to the Arab American Institute, a Washington -based organization under the direction of
Dr. James Zughby, Syrians in USA constitute 11% of the three and half million Arab
Americans. Thus, the number of the Syrian Americans in th e USA alone is more than
three hundred eighty-five thousand according to the 2000 census.

For more detail, you can read more about the Syrian American Congress on the web at
www.sacongress.org. Or contact Mohyeddin Kassar directly at 708-856-9816 or via
email at info@sacongress.org.
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